Grace Church Parish House # Bruce R. Wardell, Architect

or more than 80 vears, the humble parish house of
Church in ( in quict deference to the
main church, a Gothic stone edifice designed in 18
by the prominent Philadelphia architcer William
Strickland. The relationship between the two build-
ings was set by parishioners wha, in the 1920s, debated what kind
of building would be fitting beside their revered old church.
sy back then was whether to add to the
architect Bruce Wardell,
re style hall came out of that. It was so
nal church, and that was the intent. Thart
ined its integrity and stature.”

But growth of the congregation and an active children’s
ministry eventually stretched the old parish hall to its limits.
Church leaders began to plan an expansion of the building that
would provide a larger meeting e, additional classrooms, a
modern kitchen, and wheelchain ibility, Wardell - whose
Charlottesville irm, Bruce B. Wardell Architect, was comn




for the job — recognized that the new
functional elements would more than
double the size of the old parish house. Even
s0, it had to continue to bow to the orig-
inal church. To keep from dividing the
membership, Wardell’s office held “con-
gregational town meetings” to seek reac-
tions on design alternatives. Parishioners
packed the existing hall and overflowed into
the corridors, reinforcing the very need for
the project.

[nspiration for the new parish hall
came from the tusswork in the historic
church. Wardell framed the loft-like inte-
rior with pegged dmber trusses. He con-
figured one end of the room to serve as an
auditorium. At the other end, a fireplace
and casual arrangement of chairs create a
good spot for small gatherings. The new
commercial kitchen equips the room well
for many kinds of events,

To shield the new addinon from the
old stone church, Wardell placed it behind
the exisung parish hall. In the process,
he closed the old side doors and created a
new main entrance on the ground floor that
leads into a generous narthex — the former
library. Three new classrooms also occupy
the lower floor.

Great pains were taken to make the
addition fit snugly with the existing parish
hall. The comices, windows, roof slare, and
new chimney were all designed o echo the
original building. And particular atten-
tion was paid to matching its troweled
stucco finish and color. Why so much
effort? Answers Wardell: *Our stated goal
in the very first interview was that people
not realize the building had ever been
added to.” — Vernon Mays

The old parish house
{at left in photo, left)
and new addition
form a picturesque
ensemble. Inside, the
main hall (above left)
echoes the original
church’s spirit.
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Stairs to the upper
courtyard make a
natural transition
between the two
buildings.
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